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in Context 
Contact 

Rice
 
 This speed of expansion allows an alien to cross 
the galaxy in a few million years, a rather short time on 
the galactic scale. We do not conjecture about what the 
alien does next, perhaps inter-galactic travel is feasible if 
one is patient enough. We conjecture that when two aliens 
species meet, the result is probably war and the survival 
of the fittest. Thinking about that should provide ample 
material for a large number of science fiction novels. 


